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QUEER MUSLIMS TO GATHER IN ATLANTA TO DISCUSS BREAKING

DOWN SYSTEMS OF GENDER OPPRESSION

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS TO INCLUDE MUSLIM GENDER ACTIVISTS AND SCHOLARS OF ISLAM

August 16, 2005 - Al-Fatiha, a US-based organization dedicated to supporting and

empowering queer Muslims announced today that it will hold its 5th International 

Retreat in Atlanta, GA from September 2 - 5, 2005.  The weekend is a long weekend in
the United States (Labor Day is on Monday, September 5).  During this weekend Atlanta
will also host its annual Black LGBT Pride Festival, the largest of its kind in the country.

Queer, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, questioning Muslims and their allies, 

friends and partners are expected to attend from across the United States.  Participants 

are also expected from the United Kingdom, South Africa and Canada.  More than

75 people will gather in Atlanta, GA to discuss the theme “Sexism, Misogyny and
Gender Oppression – Breaking Down the Systems of Patriarchy.”

The retreat format will be used this year, instead of the conventional conference format, in 
an effort to provide the space needed in order to safely raise issues around gender 

inequalities within U.S. mainstream and LGBT culture.  There will be 4 spaces for

participants: 
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•       Women's & Gender queer Retreat for cultural / religious / social Muslims
•       Men's & Gender queer Retreat cultural / religious / social Muslims
•       Transgender Retreat (for transgender Muslims) 
•       Allies retreat (for queer non-Muslims and straight Muslims)

 

"The goal of this retreat is to create a safe space within our communities to engage in 
crucial dialogue about the role of gender, sexism and patriarchy as it relates to being 
queer and Muslim in this world," said Faisal Alam, founder of Al-Fatiha.  "Many Muslim
cultures reinforce misogyny and gender oppression against women and our role will be to 
examine how we can break down these institutionalized systems of behavior," he 
continued.

For Soraya Sabzikar, an Al-Fatiha board member,   "the purpose of this retreat is to
provide a space for our communities to engage each other as queer Muslims.  We are
continually being dictated by U.S. mainstream and LGBT culture on what it means to be
‘Muslim’ and forced to identify our ‘oppression’ within gender binaries of
man-woman," she continued.  Spaces like the Women's & Gender queer Retreat question
the way the category ‘woman’ is constantly being used within mainstream U.S.
organizations as contrary to ‘Islam;' and within LGBT organizations both ‘woman’ and
‘Islam’ as contrary to ‘queer.’"

Al-Fatiha has confirmed the participation of three keynote speakers who have 
engaged the mainstream Muslim community on discussions of gender equality and LGBT 
equality.  The speakers include: 

Dr. Amina Wadud, a professor at Virginia Commonwealth University and author of

Quran and Woman, first published in 1992, now with six translations.  Dr. Wadud has
been an Islamic scholar and a gender activist for more than 25 years.  Her focus on
justice issues in reform Islam is motivated by the basic premise of her first book: the 
Divine spirit created all humankind as equal, despite exclusive interpretations and 
authoritative practices to the contrary.  Recently she received world-wide attention for
leading the first-ever public mixed-gender Juma'ah (Friday) prayer.  Dr. Wadud, mother of
five children, is completing a new book entitled Inside the Gender Jihad: Women's 

Reform in Islam, to be published in 2006.

Ms. Asra Nomani, author of the acclaimed book Standing Alone in Mecca, is an author, 
speaker and a former writer for the Wall Street Journal.  In her book Ms. Nomani
chronicles her journey as a single Muslim mother raising a child out of wedlock.  Her
activism has most recently led her to engage mainstream Muslim communities in opening 
up mosques to welcome women and to promote leadership amongst Muslim women 
within Islamic institutions.

Mr. Muhsin Hendricks is the founder of the Inner Circle, a social, support and 
educational group for LGBT Muslims in Johannesburg, South Africa.  Mr. Hendricks
studied Islamic jurisprudence and Islamic theology in Pakistan, and is widely regarded as 
one of the foremost thinkers around sexuality and Islam in South Africa.  Mr. Hendricks
has written numerous
articles and essays on the challenges facing LGBT Muslims and on the reconciliation of 
Islamic theology and homosexuality.

The retreat will begin with a media training for Al-Fatiha board members, 

community leaders and volunteers to discuss increasing visibility of LGBT Muslims in 
both LGBT and mainstream media and press.  The media training is partly funded by the
Gill Foundation and will offer an opportunity for participants to learn the ins and outs of 
working with the media.

The tentative program is as follows:
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Thursday, September 1          All Day          Media Training for Al-Fatiha Board Members

Friday, September 2              All Day          Media Training for Al-Fatiha Community
Members

                                           Evening          Opening Plenary & Mini Film-Festival
                                                                 keynotes by Asra Nomani & Muhsin Hendricks

Saturday, September 3          All Day          Women's & Gender queer Retreat
                                                                Men's & Gender queer Retreat
                                                                Transgender Retreat
                                                                Allies Retreat

Sunday, September 4            All Day          Women's & Gender queer Retreat
                                                                Men's & Gender queer Retreat
                                                                Transgender Retreat
                                                                Allies Retreat
   
                                           Evening          Community Reception, Awards & Public Prayer
                                                                 keynote by Dr. Amina Wadud

Monday, September 5           Half-Day         Closing Plenary – Building an International 
                                                                 LGBTIQ Progressive Muslim Movement

The location of the retreat venue is not being publicly disclosed due to safety and security

concerns.  Pre-registration is open until August 26, 2005.  Registration forms can be 

downloaded at http://www.al-fatiha.org (under Events).  Limited community housing is
available.  Media and press are requested to register in advance to reserve media

credentials. Representatives of Al-Fatiha and retreat participants will be available for

interviews throughout the retreat.

History of Al Fatiha Conferences & Retreats:

October 1998           First International Retreat held in Boston, MA
May 1999                First North American Conference held in New York, NY
May 2000                Second International Retreat held in London, England
June 2001               Second North American Conference held in San Francisco, CA
May 2002                Third International Retreat held in Washington, DC
June 2003                Fourth International Conference held in Toronto, Canada in
collaboration
                               with Salaam Canada (hosting its First International Conference)
February 2004         Third North American Conference held in Los Angeles, CA
September 2005       Fifth International Retreat held in Atlanta, GA
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