
 
In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

 

 
 

 

Salaam Toronto and Al-Fatiha Foundation 
 

proudly host the 
 

First Salaam Canada and the Fourth Al-Fatiha International Conference 
 

For Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
Intersex, Questioning Muslims & Their Allies 

 

 

 

June 20 – 22, 2003  -- Toronto, CANADA 
 

“Liberating Tradition, Celebrating Culture -  

A Festival of Faith, Heritage and Politics” 
 

 

Speakers and Participants: 
 

Faisal Alam, Founder & Director of Al-Fatiha 
Svend Robinson, Canadian Member of Parliament 

Ghazala Anwar, Feminist Muslim Scholar and Theologian 
Siraj Al-Haqq (scholar of Islamic Law and Jurisprudence) 

Imam Abdullah (scholar of Islamic Theology and first openly gay Imam) 
 

Special Events: 
 

Art and Photography Exhibit 
Spoken Word – Cultural Event 

Screening of “In the Name of Allah” 
DJ Negar and DJ Zahra of Funk Asia  

Introduction of First Muslim AIDS Quilt 
Zikr (Remembrance) and Meditation Sessions   
Banquet Dinner featuring Azeri Dance Troup 

 
More than one hundred LGBTIQ Muslims, their families, friends and allies from 
around the world will convene in Toronto, Canada.  Will YOU be one of them? 

 
Join us as we share our stories and perspectives on issues important to our community! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
 

  Salaam Toronto & Al-Fatiha Foundation 
International Conference for Queer Muslims & their Allies 

June 20 – 22, 2003 – Toronto, CANADA 
 

Frequently Asked Questions and General Information 
 

General Information: The Salaam Toronto and Al-Fatiha Foundation International Conference will be held from Friday, June 20 – 
Sunday, June 22, 2003 in Toronto, CANADA.  The retreat is open to all Muslims who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
intersex, or questioning.  It is also open to their partners/spouses, families, friends, and allies.  The conference will begin on Friday 
afternoon and end on Sunday afternoon.  There will be a spoken word / cultural event on the evening of Friday, June 20th.  On Saturday 
evening, June 21

st
 there will be a banquet dinner open to the public.  Conference participants are expected from across Canada, the 

United States, Europe and from around the world. 
 

Tentative Program of Events:  Thursday, June 19, 2003 – Please arrive by today to ensure full participation in the conference. 
Friday, June 20, 2003 – Registration begins at 10 am and Conference program begins at 1 pm    

    Friday, June 20, 2003 -   (Evening) Spoken Word – Cultural Events 
Saturday, June 21, 2003  (10 am – 5 pm) – Conference Sessions & Workshops 
Saturday, June 21, 2003  (Evening) – Banquet Dinner – Keynote by Svend Robinson, MP (Canada) 
Sunday, June 22, 2003 (10 am – 3 pm) – Conference Sessions & Workshops 
Sunday, June 22, 2003 (Late Afternoon) – Bus Tour of Toronto or Toronto Island BBQ (not confirmed) 

 

Venue and Transportation: The venue of the conference will be in Toronto, Canada and will be accessible by public transportation.  
The site of the conference is not being disclosed due to safety and security reasons (see safety and security below).  Detailed information 
will be mailed to you upon receipt of registration form and registration fees.  The nearest airport to Toronto is Toronto Pearson 
International Airport.  Toronto is also accessible via Amtrak train and most public bus companies (including Greyhound and Peter Pan).  
Please note that US citizens must have valid identification (either a US passport or a US birth certificate) to enter Canada.  All other 
nationals must have a Canadian visa to enter Canada and valid US immigration documents to re-enter the United States. 
 

Registration:  All participants must register prior to the conference.  Registration deadline is May 23, 2003.  Details about the location 
of the conference will be sent via postal mail after we have processed your registration. Please note that there will be NO registration on 
site.  You must send in a completed registration form and payment in order to ensure proper registration.  Upon arrival to the conference, 
you will also be asked for picture identification for safety and security reasons. 
 

Travel Subsidies and Registration Scholarships:  Salaam Toronto and Al-Fatiha Foundation have a limited number of travel subsidies 
available.  We cannot pay for your full travel but may be able to subsidize part of your travel costs.  Additionally a limited number of 
registration scholarships are available.  To apply for a travel subsidy or registration scholarship, please write a personal statement that is 
no longer than one page about why you would like to attend this conference and what you hope to gain by attending.  Also please 
explain any unusual financial circumstances that you may have and how much you can pay towards your travel or registration.   Enclose 
a completed registration form and your personal statement and mail to Al-Fatiha Foundation.  Scholarship deadline is May 1, 2003.  You 
will be notified of our decision by May 15, 2003, to give you enough time to make your travel arrangements.  Registration scholarship 
recipients are also encouraged to register for community housing (see below).  Women and young people are encouraged to apply 
 

Accommodation & Housing: All participants are encouraged to make their own arrangements for accommodation during their stay in 
Toronto.  A list of hotels, bed and breakfasts, and youth hostels can be found at http://www.al-fatiha.net/events.html under “Toronto 
Conference / Housing Options.”  There is limited community housing available with local Salaam Toronto members and their 
supporters.  For more information about community housing please contact Salaam Canada at conferencebillet@yahoo.com by no later 
than May 1, 2003. 
 

Food:  The following meals are provided and are part of the registration fee:  Friday, June 20 (lunch), Saturday, June 21 (breakfast and 
lunch), and Sunday, June 22 (breakfast and lunch).  A ticket to the banquet dinner on Saturday night is also included in the registration 
fee.  All other meals are on your own.   
 

Security and Safety: Due to security and safety concerns, the exact location of the conference will not be publicly announced.  Detailed 
information about the conference venue and directions to the conference will be sent by postal mail only.  Additionally all participants 
will be expected to wear nametags at all times during the workshops and discussion sessions.  Please also note that there may be security 
present at the retreat and that the local police department will be contacted and will be present if security becomes a concern.  
Organizers of the retreat and members of Al-Fatiha realize the sensitive nature of this retreat, and these precautions are being made only 
to ensure the safety and comfort of all our participants.  Should you have any questions or concerns regarding security please feel free to 
contact us.  We have not had any problems in the past and don’t anticipate any problems in Toronto either, inshallah. 
 

Media and Press: All media and/or press are requested to notify retreat organizers by June 2, 2003 if they plan on attending the 
conference.  The same guidelines and rules that apply to participants will also apply to any members of the media and/or press.  
Members of the media and press must wear a visible name-tag indicating that they are a media/press person at ALL times during the 
duration of the retreat.  Photographs CANNOT be taken inside any workshop or session.  However the banquet reception and plenary 
sessions can be photographed.  Salaam Toronto and Al-Fatiha members and conference organizers will be available for interviews. 



 

Salaam Toronto & Al-Fatiha Foundation 
International Conference for Queer Muslims & their Allies 

June 20 – 22, 2003 – Toronto, CANADA 
 

Registration Form for US and International Participants* 
(one form per person please) 

 
*Canadian residents should contact Salaam Toronto for a registration form.  Email Salaam@salaamcanada.com for more information. 
 

Name:   
 

Address:   
 

City:    State:     Zip:    Country: 
 

Telephone #  Email:  
 

Organizational Affiliation (if any):   
 

How did you hear about this conference?   
 

Why do you want to attend this conference? 
 
Are you a member of Salaam Toronto or Al-Fatiha Foundation?   
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Optional Questions: 
 

Age:  
Gender Identity:  
Ethnic / Racial Background:  
Religious Affiliation:  
Sexual Orientation Identity:  
 

Registration Fee (includes conference sessions, Friday night cultural event, Saturday night banquet dinner, and MOST meals during the 

conference): 
 

Please note that registration fees must be payable in US dollars. 
 

Please select one and circle below: 
 

A) Regular Registration    $ 85 US Dollars  Registration Deadline: May 16, 2003 
B) Student & Limited Income Registration  $ 60 US Dollars 
 
 

Please read carefully and sign below: 

By signing below I affirm that I have filled out this registration form to the best of my knowledge.  I also affirm that I will not hold any of the retreat 
organizers, staff, anyone associated with Salaam Toronto or Al-Fatiha Foundation and/or the retreat venue liable for physical harm, or any other damage, 
physical or otherwise, incurred at the conference.  I also affirm that I will respect and obey all guidelines outlined by conference organizers, and if I fail to 
abide by any rules outlined I will be asked to leave the conference at my own expense. 
 
Signature:      Printed Name:    Date: 

 

 
TOTAL:    Registration Fee:   $ ______ 
    

    

OPTIONAL: 
 

   Scholarship Fund:  $ ______ 
   Donation to Al-Fatiha:  $ ______ 
    

    TOTAL PAID:  $ ______ 
 
 

Please make all checks and/or money orders payable in US Dollars to Al-Fatiha Foundation and mail to: 
 
Al-Fatiha Foundation 
PO Box 33532 
Washington, DC  20033  

 

IMPORTANT:  NO on-site registration will be allowed!  Directions and information on the location of the conference will be sent via postal mail ONLY after 
a registration form and registration fee has been received.  All registration forms and payment MUST be received no later than May 16, 2003 to ensure proper 
and accurate registration.  Registration fees are NOT refundable.  


