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In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, Most Merciful

L

The Al-Fatiha Foundation

proudly presents

The Third International Retreat for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Questioning (LGBTQ) Muslims & their Friends

“The Journey to Faith and Patience”

“Therefore be patient with what they say, and celebrate (constantly) the praises of thy Lord...”
The Holy Quran— Surah Ta-ha, Ayat 130

“So lose not heart, nor fall into despair: For ye must gain mastery if ye are true in Faith.”
The Holy Quran - Surah Al-Imran, Ayat 139

Friday, May 24 — Monday, May 27, 2001
Washington, DC - USA

Al-Fatihais an international organization dedicated to Muslims
who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, those questioning
their sexual orientation or gender identity, and their Friends.



In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, Most Merciful

The Al-Fatiha Foundation
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, & Questioning
(LGBTQ) Muslims & Friends

FACT SHEET
Contact Information:
Al-Fatiha Foundation Email: gaymuslims@yahoo.com
PO Box 33532 Web site: http://www.al-fatiha.net

Washington, DC 20033
Mission Statement:

The Al-Fatiha Foundation is the US section of Al-Fatiha, an international organization
dedicated to Muslims who are lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered, those questioning
their sexual orientation or gender identity, and their friends. Al-Fatiha's goal is to provide a
safe space and a forum for LGBTQ Muslims to address issues of common concern, share
individual experiences, and institutional resources. Al-Fatiha aims to support LGBTQ
Muslims in reconciling their sexual orientation or gender identity with Islam. Al-Fatiha
promotes the Islamic notions of social justice, peace and tolerance, to bring all closer to a
world that is free from prejudice, injustice and discrimination.

Goals and Objectives

1. Support Muslims who identify themselves as lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender, and those who
are questioning their sexual orientation or gender identity.

2. Foster spirituality among LGBTQ Muslims.

3. Provide a supportive and understanding environment for LGBTQ Muslims who seek to
reconcile their sexuality or gender identity with Islam.

4. Empower LGBTQ Muslims by creating safe spaces to share individual
experiences and by providing information about institutional resources.

5. Advocate on behalf of LGBTQ Muslims in national and international forums

6. Encourage and initiate dialogue with Muslim communities around issues of
sexuality and gender.

The Al-Fatiha Foundation aims to accomplish its mission, goals, and objectives by:
¢ Establishing local support & discussion groups for LGBTQ Muslims in the U.S. and abroad.

¢ Holding regional, North American, and international meetings.
e Outreach on the internet
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In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Juma’ah - Rabi® Al-Awwal 13, 1423
Friday, May 24, 2002

Dear brothers and sisters, friends and colleagues, family members and allies:
Assalamualaikum wa rahmatullah,
May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon you.

On behalf of the Al-Fatiha Foundation for LGBTQ Muslims & Friends, I'd like to welcome you to our
Third International Retreat.

This year’s bi-annual international retreat marks the fifth major event that Al-Fatiha has organized
since its inception in October of 1998, when a group of 40 brave individuals hailing from 5 countries
came together at the First International Retreat and founded the organization.

Alhamdulillah, in less than 4 years we have now grown to include nine chapter in three countries (in
the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom. Al-Fatiha has been featured in almost every
major mainstream newspaper in the United States including the New York Times and the
Washington Post. And our community has been featured in LGBT media around the world.
Subhanallah, we have come a long way!

As we celebrate our progress, | ask you to take a few minutes to reflect upon this year’'s theme, “The
Journey to Faith and Patience” and what it means for our community and for us individually. As
each of us continues in our journey to seek spiritual enlightenment, let us not forget that the success
of our movement lies in a progressive and feminist understanding of Islam. Our individual and
collective journey’s must be free of internal and external oppression. As we commit ourselves to the
greater movement for liberation and equality within our faith and within our society, let us not forget
that we cannot win our battles while other marginalized communities continue to suffer.

Our “Journey to Faith and Patience” must be rooted in a firm commitment and understanding that
each of us has the power to change the world. Each of us has the power to challenge the institutions
of oppression that continue to hold us back. And each of us has the capacity to help our society and
our community understand the true meaning of justice and equality.

With these thoughts in mind, | would like to welcome you once again to our humble retreat. | hope
your stay will be enjoyable in the Washington DC metro area and that your participation at the 3rd
International Retreat for LGBTQ Muslims & Friends will be meaningful and rewarding.

With peace and blessings,

Yours sincerely,

Faisal Alam

Founder & Director
Al-Fatiha Foundation for LGBTQ Muslims & Friends






9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

10:30 p.m. - 11:30 p.m.

8:30 am - 9:30 am
9:30 a.m. - 10:15 p.m.
10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.

PROGRAM OF EVENTS

Friday, May 24, 2002

Al-Fatiha Strategic Planning Session (by invitation)

National Youth Advocacy Coalition’s Impact Awards
Hyatt Regency — Capitol Hill, 400 New Jersey Avenue, NW

Candle-light Vigil and Salaat-ul-Janaazah (Muslim Funeral Prayer)

Dupont Circle Park @ The Fountain

Saturday, May 25, 2002

Check-in and Registration — outside Lexington Room
Recitation from Quran /7 Welcome / Introductions
Ground Rules / Group Norms

Personal Goals for Retreat — Mapping Exercise

Break into different groups / individual retreats

Allies & Friends Retreat - Facilitator: Heather MacAllister and Jay Bijlani - Goal: To discuss how allies and
friends can help Al-Fatiha and the LGBTQ Muslim community.

Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Muslim Women’s Retreat - Facilitator: Suha Dabbouseh — Goal: To discuss
the issues facing lesbian, bisexual, and transgender (LBT) Muslim women and to create a safe space for LBT

Muslim women.

11:40 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. Discussion: Coming Out as Muslim and Queer / LGBT”

1:00 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.
1:15 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.

2:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.

3:15 - 3:20 p.m.

3:20 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Salaat-ul-Zuhr (Mid-Day Prayers)
Lunch

Discussion: “To Cover or Not”
Break

Feminism and Islam - 101

Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Muslim Men’s Retreat - Facilitators: Faisal Alam and RJ Thompson - Goal: To
discuss the issues facing gay, bisexual, and transgender Muslim men and to foster an understanding on gender,
feminism, and how it relates to being a Muslim man.

11:40 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Workshop: Spirituality & Sexuality: Being Muslim and Queer

1:00 p.m. — 1:15 p.m.

Salaat-ul-Zuhr (Mid-Day Prayers)



Saturday, May 25, 2002 - continued

Men’s Retreat Program - continued
1:15 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. Lunch

2:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. Workshop: Defining Gender / Gender Awareness & Feminism for Muslim
Men - Facilitators: Faisal Alam & RJ Thompson

3:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Workshop: Exploring Gender Socialization and Gender Identity — Facilitators:
Faisal Alam & RJ Thompson

Joint Retreat — Everyone Together

4:30 p.m. - 4:40 p.m. Break — All Groups Come Together / Re-Welcome
4:40 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Group Presentations / Closing Dua (prayer)

5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Set-up for Reception

6:30 p.m. Salaat-ul-Asr (Afternoon Prayers) at Reception Venue
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Community Reception and Panel Discussions

All Souls Church, 1500 Harvard Street, NW (16th and Harvard Streets)
4 blocks from Columbia Heights Metro Station

“Creating a Progressive International LGBT Movement”

Surina Khan International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission
Leslie Feinberg Transgender Rights, Labor Rights, and Anti-War Activist
Joo-Hyun Kang Audre Lorde Project - Community Center for LGBTST People of Color Communities

"Hidden Voices: The Lives of LGBT People Living in Muslim Countries"

Scott Long International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission
Maher Sabry Egyptian Playwright & Director (from Egypt)

Adnan Ali Al-Fatiha London Chapter Coordinator (from Pakistan)
Ade Kusumaningrum Member of Swara Srikandi (from Indonesia)

Clips from “In the Name of Allah” — a work in progress film by Parvez Sharma

8:40 p.m. Salaat-ul-Maghrib (Evening Prayers)

9:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. Queer Asian / Pacific Islander Performance Event — API's OUT LOUD - a night of art
and performance - 2437 15th Street, NW - near Columbia Heights Metro Station.



9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

11:45 a.m. - 11:55 a.m.
11:55 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. — 2:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.

2:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

3:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.

3:45 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.

5:20 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
6:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

6:45 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 26, 2002

Registration /7 Check-in

DC Black Pride Interfaith Service
Renaissance Hotel (9t and New York Avenue, NW)

Recitation from Quran / Introductions / Welcome Back / Review of Ground Rules

Panel Discussion: “The Journey to Faith and Patience”
Aamer Ibrahim, Asif Hassan, Naveed Merchant, Aishah Simmons

Break

Regional Breakouts — Brainstorming on local situation / Group Presentations
Lunch

Salaat-ul-Zuhr (Mid-Day Prayers)

Panel Discussion — Our Vision for a Progressive Islam
Amber Khan, Naveed Merchant, Saadiya Yacoob, and Faisal Alam

Break

NYAC Panel Discussion: Hidden Voices: The Lives of Queer Muslim Youth
Khalida Magsudi, Salman Usman, Rusmir Music, Faisal Alam

Closing Thoughts / Closing Dua
Salaat-ul-Asr (Afternoon Prayers)
Dinner

Set up for reception

Community Forum & Discussion — Capitol Room

"Creating a Vision of Peace and Unity For LGBT Jews and Muslims" co-sponsored by Bet Mishpachah

Debra Kolodny

Rabbi Steve Greenberg
Lee Walzer

Surina Khan

Faisal Alam

8:40 p.m. - 8:50 p.m.

Editor, Blessed Bi Spirit: Bisexual People of Faith

First Openly Gay Orthodox Rabbi

Author, Between Sodom and Eden, and member of Bet Mishpachah
International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission
Al-Fatiha Foundation for LGBTQ Muslims & their Friends

Salaat-ul-Maghrib (Evening Prayers)



Monday, May 26, 2002

10:00 a.m.- 10:30 a.m. Recitation from the Holy Quran & Presentation of Al-Fatiha Vision & Discussion

10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. Panel Discussion: Islam & Homosexuality:
Daayiee Abdullah, Scott Kugle, Rusmir Music, Faisal Alam

12:00 p.m. - 12:15 p.m. Break

12:15 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Saying Goodbyes / Closing Thoughts / Closing Ritual

1:00 - 1:15 p.m. Salaat-ul-Zuhr (Mid-Day Prayers)

2:00 p.m. Group Lunch at Caravan Grill Persian Restaurant — North of Dupont Circle — 1825

18th Street (between S and T streets). Cost will be about $15 per person.

The Third International Retreat for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender,
Questioning (LGBTQ) Muslims & their Friends is dedicated to the founders of the
Lavender Crescent Society - the first known gay and lesbian Muslim organization,
founded in San Francisco, California, USA in 1977

“The Journey to Faith and Patience”

Narrated Anas:

The Prophet said, "The real patience is at the first stroke of a calamity.”
— Sahih Bukhari

Narrated Abu Musa:

The Prophet said, "A faithful believer to a faithful believer is like the bricks of a
wall, enforcing each other.” While (saying that) the Prophet clasped his
hands, by interlacing his fingers.

- Sahih Bukhari



KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Scott Long is Program Director of the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC). For
more than ten years, on several continents, he has worked to make human rights an accessible and meaningful
tool for movements working worldwide toward liberation and social justice. Most recently he has coordinated
IGLHRC's response to the campaign of harassment and arrests directed at suspected gay men in Egypt.

Surina Khan has been an activist in the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender movement since 1990. Before
becoming the Executive Director of the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC) in
May 2000, Surina was a research analyst at Political Research Associates, (PRA), a national progressive think-
tank based in Massachusetts. At PRA, she was charged with monitoring and analyzing the US political right as
well as the ex-gay movement in the US and abroad. Her research and writing have been widely published and she
is a well-known speaker about the right's assault on LGBT people. Surina is also serves on the board of directors
of the Funding Exchange, a national network of progressive community foundations, and has served on the
boards of several other educational, funding, and advocacy organizations. She is the author of numerous articles
and essays including "Calculated Compassion: How the Ex-Gay Movement Serves the Right's Attack on
Democracy," an in-depth report co-published by PRA, the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, and Equal
Partners in Faith. Born in Pakistan, Surina grew up in a Muslim family and is currently involved in gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) Muslim issues.

Lee Walzer is a Washington, DC attorney, author and activist. His book “Between Sodom and Eden: A Gay
Journey Through Today’s Changing Israel” (Columbia University Press 2000) was the first work to examine
changing attitudes in Israeli politics, culture, and the society at large toward sexual minorities; included in his
book was an examination of the challenges facing LGBT Palestinians. From 1996-1999, Lee served as vice-
president of the World Congress of Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Jewish Organizations (known today as the World
Congress of GLBT Jews — Keshet Ga'avah) and has served as a secretary and vice-president for religious affairs in
Congregation Bet Mishpachah.

Joo-Hyun Kang is a Seoul-born Korean American, and is the executive director of the Audre Lorde Project (a
Brooklyn-based organizing center for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Two-Spirit & Transgender communities of color).
Prior to coming to coming to The Audre Lorde Project in 1996, she was Program Coordinator of Women'’s Rights at
the Women’s Environment & Developing Organization, an international women’s organization founded by the late
Bella Abzug. Her activist experience includes work in various communities and she speaks regularly about
various issues, including LGBTST rights and racial and economic justice. She is currently on the steering
committee of the NYC Organizing Support Center.



THANK YOU — JAZAKULLAH KHAIR

Thank you - Jazakullah Khair to the following individuals and organizations for their generous support.
Al-Fatiha Retreat Sponsors:

Diamond:

National Youth Advocacy Coalition

Gold:

Astraea Lesbian Action Foundation
PFLAG - Parents, Friends, and Families of Lesbians and Gays
The Washington Blade

Silver:

Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies in Religion and Ministry, Pacific School of Religion
San Diego LGBT Pride

Ruby:

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network
HRC - Human Rights Campaign

OUTfront - LGBT Program of Amnesty International, USA
San Francisco LGBT Pride Celebration Committee, Inc.

Al-Fatiha Retreat Program Ad Contributors:

Advocates for Youth
Asian and Pacific Islander Wellness Center
Audre Lorde Project
International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission
The Triangle Foundation

Al-Fatiha Chapter Coordinators:

Atlanta, Georgia, USA Aamer Ibrahim
London, England Adnan Ali

Los Angeles, California, USA Position Vacant
New York City, New York, USA Position Vacant
San Diego, California, USA Salman Usman
San Francisco, California, USA Faris Malik
Toronto, Canada Al Rafie
Vancouver, Canada Imtiaz Popat
Washington DC, USA Daayiee Abdullah

Al-Fatiha Retreat Volunteers:

Naveed Merchant
Salman Usman
Asif Hassan
RJ Thompson



Al-Fatiha Retreat Community Housing Hosts:

Jay Bijlani
Mike Galaviz
Taylor Johnson
Jeff Mendez
Chad Pasha
Alexis Sainz
Neda Ulaby

Thank you to Daayiee Abdullah, Al-Fatiha, Washington DC Metro Area Chapter
Coordinator without whom this retreat would not have been possible. May Allah
(swt) bless you for your hard work in making this retreat a success.

The Beauty of the Heart

The beauty of the heart
is the lasting beauty:
its lips give to drink

of the water of life.

Truly it is the water,
that which pours,
and the one who drinks.
All three become one when
your talisman is shattered.
That oneness you can't know
by reasoning.
By Jelauddin Rumi

Mathnawi Il, 716-718



NOTES
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Al-Fatiha

Congratulates

Parvez Sharma
For his historic and ground-breaking film

“In the Name of Allah”

We are proud to debut the work in progress.

The final film is expected to be released in the Fall of 2002.
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Al-Fatiha
thanks

The Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies in Religion and
Ministry at the Pacific School of Religion

for their generous contribution

Withessing to justice for all people
Creating research and resources
Promoting leadership through education
Serving the academic, faith, and LGBT communities

The Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies in Religion and Ministry
Pacific School of Religion
1798 Scenic Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94709

Phone: (510) 849-8206 or (800) 999-0528

www.clgs.org



